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McAllen closer to installing surveillance cameras: More
than 100 cameras could be operational by next month
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Dec. 17--MCALLEN -- City officials are one step closer to installing about 100 police video surveillance cameras
in three large swaths of the city, McAllen Police Chief Victor Rodriguez announced Wednesday.

By the end of January, city officials hope to have installed 101 of the cameras, which will feed into
servers at the police station via a wireless network. Thir

Rodriguez said the cameras -- attached to the tops of
streetlights and traffic lights -- will help police gather

Thinking specifically about CRM providers, evidence and collect reliable leads.
which one comes to mind first?
"The object of this over the long term is to cover the
[Enter parovider heve entire city with a wireless network and video

continue surveillance,” Rodriguez said.

The city's Information Technology Department finished

setting up the wireless network Nov. 20 in the downtown

area from Jackson Avenue to Business 83, along the

Bicentennial Boulevard hike-and-bike trail and in
Municipal Park.

The network could be available for use by other city departments and the general public once the city finishes
installing the cameras, said Belinda Mercado, the McAllen's IT director.

The cameras will be stationary but will record continuously, Rodriguez said. Recordings will be archived on police
computer servers.

Using the new system, the Police Department will be able cover ground that would take "an indeterminable
amount of money" to cover if it were to just add more officers.

“"Let's suppose that in the future we're looking for a particular vehicle that left a crime scene,” Rodriguez said. "If |
get that (vehicle and license plate on camera), that's an absolute lead."

Rodriguez said the department is sensitive to privacy concerns and that the video surveillance would not be an
invasion of privacy. Archived recordings will be erased after 30 days if they are not needed as evidence.

Police also do not intend to monitor live feeds, the chief said. And the cameras will be fixed on public locations,
not private property.

Groups like the American Civil Liberties Union oppose the widespread use of video surveillance, arguing the
systems have a potential for abuse and are not effective at deterring crime.

The McAllen City Commission approved the purchase of a video surveillance system by a majority vote at its
Aug. 24 meeting for an amount not to exceed just less than $612,000. In May, the commission approved the
installation of the Wi-Fi network, which cost about $400,000, Rodriguez said.

Covering the entire city with a wireless and surveillance network could cost about $10 million, the chief said.

The city has applied for $10 million in federal stimulus money to help achieve that goal, said Mercado, the
information technology director. She expects a response to the request sometime in February.

Nick Pipitone covers McAllen, PSJA, the Mid-Valley and general assignments for The Monitor. He can be
reached at (956) 683-4446.

To see more of The Monitor, or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to http://www.themonitor.com . Copyright (c)
2009, The Monitor, McAllen, Texas Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services. For reprints, email
tmsreprints@permissionsgroup.com , call 800-374-7985 or 847-635-6550, send a fax to 847-635-6968, or write
to The Permissions Group Inc., 1247 Milwaukee Ave., Suite 303, Glenview, IL 60025, USA.
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Booming Nevada Mining Town Improves First ResponderCommunications and...
LOS GATOS, Calif. -- Firetide Inc., a leading developer of wireless mesh and access networks, today announced
that the City of Elko, Nev. has deployed ......

Dallas Police Department Anchors Innovative Video Surveillance System...
Public Safety Solution Integrates Advanced Sony Wireless IP Video Cameras, Firetide Multi-Service Mesh Network
Nodes and BridgeWave's Leading Gigabit Ethernet and 100Mbps Links SANTA CLARA, .

Rochester, New York Deploys Wireless Video Surveillance to Maintain...
Avrio RMS Group Deploys Firetide's Wireless Mesh Network to Connect 50 Real-Time Video Cameras, Helps
Police Tackle Crime LOS GATOS, Calif. -- The city of ......

Sandy, Utah Implements Firetide Wireless Infrastructure Mesh.
When a nine year old local Sandy girl was reported missing in the Salt Lake City suburb of Sandy, Utah, in the
heart of the ......

http://www.allbusiness.com/government/government-bodies-offices-regional/13619461-1.ht... 3/3/2010



McAllen closer to installing surveillance cameras: More than 100 cameras could be opera... Page 3 of 4

Sandy Utah Deploys Firetide Wireless Infrastructure Mesh for Public...
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(Sequent), a division of Global ePoint, Inc. (Nasdaq:GEPT), participated in an open house hosted ......
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